wo 2004/052148 



33 



PCT/GB2003/004849 



CLAIMS 

1. Adjustable furniture support apparatus comprising a 
support leg, the support leg comprising retaining means in 

5 order to retain a support member such that the support 
member extends radially outwards from a longitudinal axis 
of the support leg, the retaining means being arranged to 
retain the support member at an adjustable angle about the 
longitudinal axis of the support leg. 

10 

2. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 1 in which the support member is arranged, in use, 
to at least partially support a support surface. 

15 3. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 1 or claim 2 in which the support member has a 
tapered surface which is arranged, in use, to be urged 
against an oppositely tapered surface of the retaining 
means in order to secure the support member to the support 

20 leg. 

4. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according euiy 
preceding claim in which the retaining means is arranged 
to retain the support member at a predetermined angle 

25 about the longitudinal axis of the support leg. 

5. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 4 in which the retaining means is arranged to retain 
the support member in increments at predetermined angles 

30 about the longitudinal axis of the support leg. 

6. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
any preceding claim in which the retaining means comprise 
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a series of retaining grooves to engage a r taining flange 
provided on the support member 

7. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
5 claim 6 in which the retaining grooves are tapered 

dovmwardly from an upper end. 

8. Adjustable furniture support apparatus accofaihg to 
claim 6 or claim 7 in which the retaining flange is 

10 tapered downwardly from an upper end to a lower end. 

9. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
any one of claims 6 to 8 in which each retaining groove 
extends along a longitudinal direction of the support leg. 

15 

10. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
any one of claims 6 to 9 in which each groove has a mouth 
portion and a retaining portion. 

20 11. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 10 in which the mouth portion prevents the retaining 
flange passing into or out of the groove in a radial 
direction towards or away from the longitudinal axis of 
the support leg. 

25 

12. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
any preceding claim in which the retaining means comprises 
a cover. 

30 13. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 12 when dependent upon any one of claims 6 to 11 in 
which the cover is arranged to retain the retaining flange 
in the retaining groove in a second direction. 
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14. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 12 or claim 13 in which once the retaining flange 
has been inserted into a retaining groove the cover plate 

5 is positioned to. prevent the retaining groove being 
removed in an opposite direction to the direction of its 
insertion. 

15. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
10 any preceding claim in which the support member has a 

first retaining flange on a first longitudinal end and a 
second retaining flange on a second longitudinal end. 

16. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
15 any preceding claim in an or each longitudinal end face of 

the support member is tapered inwardly from an upper 
portion to a lower portion. 

17. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
20 any preceding claim in an or each side of an or each 

longitudinal end face of the support member is arcuate or 
convex . 

18. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
25 any preceding claim in which the support member is 

arranged to extend between a first support leg and a 
second support leg. 

19. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
30 any preceding claim in which the support member is 

arranged, in use to support a support surface wherein the 
support surface is a desk or table top or work surfac or 
the like. 
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20. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
any preceding claim in which the support member provides a 
rail • 

5 

21. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 20 in which a securement means for a support surface 
is movable along the rail to a selected positl'dn*. 

10 22. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
any preceding claim in which the support leg has a 
passageway defined therein. 

23. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
15 claim 22 in which the passageway is arranged to enable a 

cable to pass therethrough 

24. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
any preceding claim in which the support leg has a socket 

20 for a power cable and/ or for information technology 
apparatus and equipment. 

25. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
any preceding claim in which the support leg has a foot at 

25 a first longitudinal end thereof. 

26. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 25 in which the foot is adjustable to increase or 
decrease the overall longitudinal length of the support 

30 leg. 

27. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
any preceding claim in which the adjustable furniture 
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support apparatus is adjustable to support a support 
surface at a selected height. 

28. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
5 any preceding claim in which the retaining means is 

arranged to retain the support member at any angle about 
the longitudinal axis of the support leg. 

29. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
10 any preceding claim in which the retaining means is 

arreuiged to retain two support members to the support leg. 

30. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 29 in which the retaining means is arranged to 

15 retain two support members wherein the angle between the 
two support members is adjustable to define any angle 
therebetween . 

31. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
20 claim 1, or claim 2 or any one of claims 15 to 30 in which 

the support member comprises an annular meihber. 

32. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 31 in which the annular member is arranged to locate 

25 around the retaining member. 

33. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
any preceding claim 31 or claim 32 in which the retaining 
member comprises a boss 

30 

34. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 33 in which the boss is arranged to retain a first 
support member cuid a second support member wherein the 
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first support member comprises a lower annular member 
whilst the second support member comprises an upper 
annular member. 

5 35. Adjustable furniture support apparatus according to 
claim 34 in which a cover is arranged to urge the upper 
annular member and/ or the lower euinular member downwardly 
to urge the tapered retaining surface of the or each 
annular member against a tapered retaining surface of the 
10 boss. 

36. An item of furniture comprising at least one support 
leg, the support leg comprising retaining means to retain 
a support member thereto such that the support member 
15 extends radially away from a longitudinal axis of the 
support leg, the retaining means being arranged to retain 
the support member at an adjustable angle about the 
longitudinal axis of the support leg. 

20 37. A method of adjusting furniture support apparatus, the 
method comprising retaining a support member to a support 
leg by retaining means such that the support member 
extends radially away from a longitudinal axis of the 
support leg, the method further comprising retaining the 

25 support member at a selected angle about the longitudinal 
axis of the support leg. 

38. A method of reconfiguring an item of furniture, the 
item of furniture coir^jrising at least one support leg, a 
30 support surface and a support member, the support leg 
comprising retaining means in order to retain the support 
member such that the support member extends radially 
outwards from a longitudinal axis of the support leg, the 
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method comprising supporting the support member at a 
different angle about the longitudinal axis of the support 
leg. 

5 39. A method according to claim 38 in which the method 
comprises providing a first item of furniture having a 
first support surface of a first shape and reconfiguring 
the item of furniture to provide a second item of 
furniture having a second support surface of a second 
10 shape. 

40. Securement apparatus for securing a support surface to 
furniture apparatus, the securement apparatus comprising 
support means which is arranged, in use, to support the 

15 support surface, the support apparatus comprising an 
engagement portion which is arranged, in use, to locate 
within an opening provided by the furniture apparatus, the 
engagement portion being arrangeable to move from a first 
position to a second position whilst the engagement 

20 portion is located within the opening, the securement 
apparatus further comprising a securement portion which is 
arranged to couple the support surface to the engagement 
portion, wherein the support surface is secured to the 
furniture apparatus when the engagement portion is in the 

25 second position. 

41. An item of furniture comprising securement apparatus 
for securing a support surface to furniture apparatus in 
accordance with claim 40 the item of furniture further 

30 comprising a support surface. 

42. A method of securing a securement apparatus to 
furniture apparatus comprising locating an engagement 
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40 

portion of securement apparatus in an opening provided by 
the furniture apparatus, the method further comprising 
moving the engagement portion from a first position to a 
second position whilst the engagement portion is located 
5 in the opening wherein the securement apparatus is secured 
to the furniture apparatus when the engagement portion is 
in the second position and the engagement portion is 
insertable into the opening when the engagement porti6n"^is 
in the first position. 

10 

43 . Adjustable furniture support apparatus s\ibstantially 
as herein described, with reference to, and as shown in, 
any of the accompanying drawings. 

15 44. An item of furniture substantially as herein 
described, with reference to, and as shown in, any of the 
accompeuiying drawings. 

45. A method of adjusting furniture support apparatus 
20 substantially as herein described, with reference to, and 

as shown in, any of the accompanying drawings. 

46. A method of reconfiguring an item of furaiture 
substantially as herein described, with reference to, and 

25 as shown in, any of the acconpanying drawings. 



